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Who is Edgar?

Hello, my name is Edgar, and | am a international trade specialist!

An international trade specialist is an expert on how
countries trade with one another. “International” literally
means “between nations.” It is a word used to describe
the relationships that exist between nations across the

globe.

“Trade” means to buy or sell goods or services. A good
is a physical item that is bought or sold, like a watch or
iPhone. A service is an action or experience that is sold

without a physical item, such as shipping services.

Countries and companies work together to ship goods
across the world on trains, planes, ships, and trucks.
These shipping services are bought and sold just like

goods.

An international trade specialist monitors how countries
across the globe buy and sell each other's goods or

services.

As an international trade specialist, | make sure
that businesses follow international trade laws.
International trade laws are rules that stop illegal
trade activities. Governments across the globe
create these laws to make sure all trade activities
are safe for all people, nations, and businesses
involved. For example, the laws make sure that
potentially dangerous materials or contaminated
foods are not traded. Check out the next page to
see some examples of illegal trade activities.



Examples of lllegal Trade Activities

Buying or Selling Endangered Plants and Animals

Endangered plants and animals
are struggling to survive in the
wild. This means that the species
might not exist in the future.
Countries work together to make
sure people are not buying or
selling these animals or plants. For
example, it isillegal to sell and buy
a giant panda or a black rhino.

Very dangerous weapons are also illegal
to buy and sell. Some countries are in
trouble with others because of trading
nuclear weapons. When one country
wants to punish another for illegal trade
activity, they might issue an embargo. An
embargo is an official ban on trade with a
particular country. For example, the
United States currently has an embargo
placed on North Korea. Oils, metals,
machines, and farming products cannot
be shipped to North Korea.




Tools | Use at Work

Check out a few tools that | use in my job!

Virtual Conference Tools

| constantly have meetings with
people around the world. Since we
cannot always visit each other in
person, we use virtual conference
tools. These tools allow people to
have face-to-face meetings using
video technologies on computers. A
few examples include FaceTime,
Skype, and Google Hangouts.

Automated Trade Management Software

This is a computer program that Alort

ert
informs companies about new Trade Embargo on
laws or regulations. For Nicaraguan Bananas
example, if international trade

specialists are informed about a
new embargo on importing
bananas from

Nicaragua, companies will have
to find a new country to buy
bananas from.




What | am Working On

Right now, | am studying how embargoes affect nations that
trade goods and services. Here is an example:
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Effects of Embargoes

Check out how this embargo has affected people at international,
national, and local levels.

Effect on a National Level:
Many experts believe the embargo has done little to stop the

North Korean nuclear weapons program. In fact, some say the
embargo has made North Korea even more focused on its
military. The North Korean government has also become
increasingly anti-American as a result of the embargo.




